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HADY HABIB

First Lebanese player to reach a Grand Slam
second round in the Open era
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As the président of the lebanese olympic committe,in
my name and on behalf of my colleagues in
the exécutive committee i congratulate the
lebanese - American tennis champion Hadi
Habib , who has recently achieved great and *
honorable successes in international arenas.
The latest was his worthly qualification to the
second round of the australian international open
championship.In  addition to competing with
prominent international champions in previous
important évents and achieving honorable results.
the strong presence of the lebanese flag in the stands
during the competition was striking and calls for
pride.This is due to the large Lebanese audience that
came to support our champion.lts also an evidence of
the lebanese people love for their country,Lebanon.
The presence of distinguished lebanese champions in
teams and individual games such as the champion Hadi
Habib, confirms beyond doubt that our country is still
alive full of special talents and creative énergies.Again,
it is proof that sports in Lebanon is still promising.
Although it has recently staggered under the
pressure of military,political and economic crises
but it will never fall victim of despair and frustration.
Our champion Hadi Habib and others like
him will remain our hope in sports on which
we can build on solid grounds for the future.
We are confident that it will be bright |
and  prosperous for all our athletes. |

Pierre Jalkh

A junior tennis player approached me in the summer of 2010 at
the Brummana Tennis Tournament and asked: Do | play next?
As Director of the Tournament, | asked for his name. Looking
straight into my eyes, he answered: | am Hady Habib.

| could see the eagerness he had to play his match, perform
well, and win.

This boy exhibits high self confidence ,| thought to myself.
Playing several matches at our club, | was pretty sure this
called HADY HABIB shows great promises for the future.

And his journey began.

He left to the US at the age of 13 and ever since, his name
strikes high in the World of Tennis.

We are proud as a nation to have a jewel like Hady to play for
the Davis Cup Team with the Lebanese Flag on his chest.

We are even prouder that he has become the first Lebanese
Tennis Player in 2025 to qualify for one of the four Grand Slams.
As | mentioned in one of my posts earlier: To the world Hady is
a champion, but to us......he is the world.

2025 page 20
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Nahia Abou khalil
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round at Australian Open

&

Hussein Badreddine
was the

Former davis cup
player, coach and
captain from year

19922017-

Hussein is the
Lebanese technical
teams director
Hady is a hard worker,
disciplined and a real
fighter
What he did in _
Australian open is just}
insane
Played at a very high level ,
Believed in his self and felt
like he is at home due the
huge support of the
lebanese crowd in
Melbourn and as well in
Lebanon.

AO

australion open

bt A

point of‘all the sacrifices
and commitment that he
did in the past

We have a great
relationship since 2015
when he started to
represent Lebanon in davis

Lebanese President General Joseph Aoun calls NT|
Star Hady Habib to congratulate him for the historical
achievement and qualification to the Grand Slam 2nd

the near future

It's just the beginning
which I'm sure he will
achieve greatest results in

cup..

He iinspired many arab
young players already

Hady.. A hero from my
country

This week was the turning

Hady Habib is a prime example of
dedication, humility,andhardwork.As
a tennis player, he's faced significant
challenges, but his resilience
and focus have helped him make
remarkable progress over the years.
I've been following his journey since
his Davis Cup debut with Lebanon,
and it's been inspiring to see how
much he's improved, even when the
odds were often stacked against him.

| finally met Hady personally this
past fall in Champaign, lllinois, where
he was competing in a Challenger
tournament. It was evident from
that encounter that he wasn't just
a talented player but a determined
individual. After his match, instead
of resting, he immediately went to
personally search for a bus, then
a train, and a later flight to get
to the next tournament in Brazil.
That dedication, the ability to push
forward despite the odds, is a
testament to his passion for the sport
and his desire to achieve greatness.
Like many athletes in Lebanon and
other developing tennis nations,
Hady lacks the financial backing and
support that could elevate him to
even higher levels. In this regard, a
sponsorship and increased backing
from the Lebanese Tennis Federation,
as well as from Lebanon’s officials,
could make a significant difference in

his career. It's clear that Hady has the
potential to compete at the highest
levels and bring pride to Lebanon
in the global sports arena, just as
the country’s basketball players do.
Reaching the second round
of a Grand Slam is a historic
achievement for any athlete, and
Hady’s accomplishment marks an
important milestone for Lebanese
tennis. This should be a turning
point, where both the government
and private  sponsors  start
recognizing the value of supporting
individual athletes in sports like
tennis, where Lebanon could be
represented on the world stage.
It's high time that more attention
is given to these athletes who,
like Hady, are not just playing for
personal glory but for the pride off
their country. With the right support,
the possibilities are endless.

By Charbel Saliba
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